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S) | the Szeffers, and the Snufſe diſhes, ſhell bt of pure Gola, 


At the Viſitation of the Dean x and 


{By Divine Providence, Lord Arch-Piſhop 


A Ye 


AD-CLERUOM: 


Cnaerer there, holden the 19th... 
day of Nowember, Anno Dom. 166 - 


By the moſt Reverend Father in God 


AGTCEPTUS— T_T 


of Yor «k his Grace, Primate 
of England and Me letropolitan. 


| 
ll Preacht by Thomas Bradley, D. D. one of his "ul 


' Majcſtics' Chaplains, and Przbendary of 
the Church afore-faid. 


tbe bands of Orion, Job 38. 31. 


Exod. 25» 38. 0 


be ſold by Francis Mawbarne at the 
Minſter-Gates, 1663. 
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dnd to the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, Write, 

'. Theſe. thingy faith he, which holdeth the ſeven 

' Starrs. tr bis right band, and. walketh in the midft 
of #he ſeven golden Candleſtickg.. 

Ver. 2. 1 know thy Works, &c. 


FR IENN the precedent Chaprer, we have the Deſcripti- 
TRL 4 onof a wonderfull Perfon, One l:ke unto the Sow 
ol of Man, walking in the midſt of ſeven Golden 
FR Candleftichs, clothed with a garment down to the 
foot, and girt about the peps with a Golden Girdle, 
_ Ver. 13. Hur bead and bi barre as white at wool, 
WF ſnow, and bis cyer is 4 flome of fire, ver. 14. And his feet 
' # five breſſe, burning in 4 furnace : and bis voyea as the ſound 
of many wet#r5,ver, 15.0. which is none other, but the de- 
ſcription of Jeſm (hbrift the Eternall Sonne of God, in his 
= capacities of King, Prieff, and Propbet of his Church. 
theſe two Chaprers, the ſecond and the third, are con- 
tained ſeven Epiſtles, written from him to the ſeven famous 
Ohvrches of «ſis: To every Epiftle there is prefixe a ſeve- 
tall Preface ; and every of thoſe Prefaces taken our of ſome 
Fer of that gloriens deſcription: As for inſtince ; The Pre- _ 
face to this firſt Epiftfe, is taken ont of thoſe pirts of this.de- 
'ftriprion which are found, wm 13.94 16, Verſcethe 1 : 7 
bf FI 


(2) 


ſax ang like unzo the Spnne of Man Ta the midft of the ſeven 
A oem AA by Me 1 0.ver: "BE bad f-bb right 


hand ſeten Sterre, thus the Deſcription: The Preface to the 


Epiſtle rhus, Thw ſaith be, which boldeth in bw right hand the 


ſeven Starrs, and walketh in the midft of the ſeven golden 
Candlefiicks, The Preface of the Epiſtle tothe ſecond Church, 
the Church of Smyrns, is taken out of thoſe parts of the De- 
ſcription which are found vey. x1. and the 18. ver. the 11, 
thus, / 4 the firfl-and the left : And ver. the 18. thus, 1 va 
dead, and am alive, thus the Deſcription; the preface to the 
Epiſtle thus: Thw ſaith be which ts the firfl and the laft, which 
was dead, and i alive; and fo of the reſt: The Preface to 
every one of them is taken out of ſuch part of this gloriow 
Deſcription, as repreſents Chriſt unto them in ſuch a forme 
or poſture, as is met ſuitable to that Churches State, &r 
Condition, ſuch as may adde a greater authority 'tg- a 
whole Epiſtle, ſuch as may make the deeper impreſſion int 

them, and procure the greater reverence and obedience tþ 
that which is written and contained in themm. Bur our 
buſineſſe is with the Church of Epheſw, the moſt famow 
bf all the reſt; Famous for this, chat it was che Metre 
polis of all the reſt; Epheſiw was the. Metropolis of all 
Aſie: Famous for the Univerfity there, it was an Univerſl- 
ty as «Athens was, but it ſeems they ftndied much tte black 
Art ; for, when by the Preaching of | St, Pawl among them, 
they were convinced of the vanity of choſe: Studies; in refti- 
mony of their Repentance, They brevght their Conjuring 
Books, and burnt them befere all men, but. grt they-were pri 

zed, and upon the vaſuation, they came to fifty thouſand precer 
of [ihver, As 19. Famous for the magnificent Temple of 
D24ns, in it the Natelyeſt Fabrique im the world; two buty 


Fatnous 


dred and twenty years in building, as ſome Hiſtories relate; } 


C 3 ) 
amous for the Preaching of Se. Pau! there, «ABs 20. an 
for chat Divine Epiſtle which be Wrote to that Chureh, 
inſerted in the ſacred Canon, and one of the largeſt among 
them, the Epiſtle to the Epheſians ; Bur much more famous 
for this Epiſtle writeen unto them, more immediately from: 
our Lord himſelf, whereof our Text is a part * Other 
Churches had the Honour to be wricten unto by the holy 
Apoſtles of our. Lord: bat this, more immediately by our 
Lord himſeif; for he it is which here diQates ro his ſacred 
Penman, and amauuenſis, Fobn, Unto the Church of Epheſus 
Write, - 2 
So then, It was St. Johns Charge to write this Epiſtle ; Ie 
isour Buſineſſe now to Reade ir, and to cenfider of the Con- 
tents of it : For not unto Epheſw alone ; but unto us doth 
it belong, Let him that hath ax eare, beare what the Spirit 


% 


 feith unto the Churches : To us therefore, as dire&ly doth it 


belong, as if the Epiſtle were ſuperſcribed, To the Angel of 
the Chureh of 707, write, Theſe things ſatth be, that holderh 
the ſeven Starrs in his right haxd, and walketh in the midft of 
the ſeven golden Candleſlicks : Novi opera tua, 1 know thy 
works, | | | 
' Fortheopening of this Letter, at the firſt view, it divides 


bt ſelf-into theſe three Parts : 


r- The Perſon to whom it is dirc&ed here, repreſented 


Io us nader the name and Notion of an Angel, To Be Anget 
of the Charch of Epheſus. 


2- The deſcription of the-Perſon, from whom it is ſent, 


'# he is here repreſented to us in two wonderfull poſtures ; 


3. Holding in bu right band ſeven Stars. 2. Walking in the 


wmidft of the ſeven golden Candleſiicts, Theſe things ſaith he, 
#hich, & E, | 


3+ The ſpeciall norice that he took of their flare and 
con= 


condition; the carriage and beHavicur. of hat Church; in 
theſe words, Novs oper tas, 1 know thi works, © © 


.* And now, oh for the Tongue of an Ange), to fpeat of (6 / 


Angelicall, ſo Heavenly a ſubjeQ, eAngels, Starrs, Golden 
Candlefticks | A Chryſoſtome here, to ſet them forth in their 
luſter, and in their brigheneſſe, would well ſuite wich! ſuch 
2 ſubj:& ; but we muſt doe as we may. . | 
The Text is of Shew-bread all along, and that belongs pra- 
perly to the Prieſts. And inthe Tabernacle where the forme 
C indIcftick was ſer, it was commended, That the Table there 
ſhould be furniſhed with ſuch Bread ; and ſo ir is here, 
And that I may break to every one of you e morſell of it, 
and give to each of you bis portion in due ſeaſon : Let vs 
rake a ſecond view of the Text in the particulars of it, 
branching themſelves out of theſe more generall Parts : An 
here our of che firſt part, The Perſon to whom the Epiſtly 
is direQted, The Angel of the Church, we are to confider, 
1. What is meant by this Angel ? 
2, Who in particular this Angel was? | 
2. Whether under that Name he underftand ſome on 
particular Perſon onely » or whether there were any 
more included under that name ? w— 
4. Why he is-repreſented under the name and notion 
. , Of an Angel þ To the Ange! of the Church of Epheſus, 
- Then out of the next part of the Text, The Perſon. from 
whom the Epiſtle is ſent, we arc to Confider out of The fit 
pare of his deſcription, Holding the ſeven Stavrs in bi *jght 
58:4, what > or .who are meant by theſe ſeven Startt > whH+ 
ther it tay not be literally underſtood of that famous Cot 
ſel{ation clearly vifible in our Horizon, #2 dorſo Tar, 
called by Aſtronomers, the Pleyades ; by our volgar people, 


in plain Engliſh, the ſeven Narrs 3 Or, if nor chetn 7 then - | 


' who 
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who 2 of what elſe is meant by them. And thirdly, Why 
repreſented under the {imilitude of the ſever Starrs 2? And 


| nex's, What is meant by his holding of them in bu right 


hand 2 


' Then out of the next part of his Deſcription, as he is 
repreſented, Melking between the ſeven golden Candleſticks, 


| we are to enquire, V Vhat theſe geldew Cardleftiichs are > 


who they are that are repreſented by them ? and why > And 
laſtly, what is meant by ba walking in the midſt of them 2 
*ot ficting, nor ſtanding ; bur walking 1 Non i 4ngulo, ſed 


 #n medio, jn the midi of them. | 


Our of the third part, The ſpeciall notice that he takes 
of their works; We are to confider,what workshe means, and 
how, and why be is ſo exact in obſerving them, and, taking 
notice of them 2 All theſe things clearly offer themſelves 


- to our conſideration and enquiry. And if' I ſhould metho- 
. dically, and exaRly treat of them all, I mighe well conti- 


. fue my Diſcourſe as large as Pas! did his Sermon, which 


f 


he Preach't to this very Church, A#s 20. till Starr light, 


and till we ſhould have occafon xo make uſe of theſe - 
_ Candleſticks here before us, to finith it. 


Bur I am com- 
manded brevity, and I will obſerve it, as well as I can, in 
fo copious a ſubje& as this is, in- which, Crede mihs labor 
eff, xo levis eſſe breus : But I have heard of foure ſorts 
of Preachers, The Queter, the Noter, the Taunter, and the 
Flauater ; Amongſt all theſe, upon this account, I ſhall fall 
in with the ſecond ſort, I ſhall neicher Taunt nor Flaunt, 
nor fill the Margin wich Quotations ; but onely -note, as 
it were with an aſteriſme, and-poine with the finger ar 


thoſe things which are moſt remarkable, & t4nquam 
| Cants ad Nilum, hint and away. And firſt of the Perſon 
-] aato whom this Epiſtle is dire&ed, here repreſented to us 

| Pw B | undcr. , 


CS 3 
under the N=me and Notion of an Angel, To the Angel of 
tbe Church of Epheſus. | 

Firſt, VVhat was this Angel d Perer:u tells, and gene- 
rally the current of Interpreters, that by the «Lngel here, 
is meant the Biſbop'of the Chutch of Epheſms; Per Ange- 


lam hanc, non alium intelligimu, quam Epiſcopum Eccleſia 


Epheſine , By the «Angel here, we underſtand none other 


but the Biſhop of Epheſmm., And reaſon it ſelf ſuggeſts it, 


for it is clear by that which we Reade, vA&s 20. and: in 


the Epiſtle written by Saint Paul to Timothy, That there | 


were many Paſtors and Teachers in that Metropeliticall 
Church ; yer our Lord, writing unto the Church, doth noe 
dire& bis Epiſtle indifferently co them all ; but to one 
more eminent then all the reft, one that was Superinten- 
dent over all the reſt, whom here he ſiles, The «Angel of 
that Church, though there were many Paſtors and Teachers 
in that great and populous City ; yet they are not all ins 


differently ſtyled Angels, although they might all, in-2 


way of reſemblance, be ftyled Angels z yet not all, nor any 
of the reſt 3 44495, the eAngel : But to this Perſon he 
writes as tO one more eminent then all the reſt, to one that 


+ had power, authority, and juriſdi&tion over the reſt, whom 


* MNote.. 


here he ſtyleth by an Emphaſis, and »«r'«243,, by an excel- 
lency 3 5 yy, «the «Angel, To the Angel of the Church 
of Epheſus. X | 
It appears ther, there were difſtin&tions, and different 
Orders and Degrees among the ' Clergy from the begin» 
ni: g, even under the Goſpel. In our Saviours time, there 
was firſt himſelf, the Prince of the Order ; then the Apo- 


ſtles; then the Evangeliſts 5 then the ſeventy ' Diſciples, 


all Miniſters of che. Goſpe!. Bur can you imagine that 


all theſe were of equall Dignity .in the Church ? In T- 
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- | none of the Apoſtles, but he ; all the reſt being Crowned 


(C7) 


\ jw 1, $. Saint Pau! authorizes Titw, to Ordain Elders in 


every Church. That the Elders were Tecching Elders, jc 


appears by their Ordination. Bur can any man imagine, 


that theſe Elders Ordeined by .Titm, and 7i#w Ordain- 


' ing,and Saint Paw! authorizing Tritw to Ordain them, were 


all of an equall authority in the Church, Ejuſdem Oratny, 
ejuſdem Dignitatis,cjuſdem Potefiatis? Reaſon it ſelf ſpeaks the 
contrary; In Heaven above there is an Hierarchy : we Reade 
of 4ngels, and «Avch- Angels, &c. And why ſhould it ſeem 


. ſo ſtrange rhar there is ſuch an one here below 2 and that we 


ſhould heare of Biſhops, and Arch: Biſhops, &c. If it be 
uſefull .in the Church Triumphant ? ſurely ih the Church 


Militant much more. So it was here in this Church of. 


Epheſus, there were many Paſtors,, many Prieſts, or Mini- 


| ers belonging to it, and Miniftring in it 5 yet among all 
| the reſt one more eminent then the reſt, of greater Dig- 


nity, Power, and Authority then the reſt, here ſtyled, The 
Angel of the Church ; To the Angel of the Charch of 
Epheſus. 

- The ſecond Quzry is, Who in particular this Angel 
was then Biſhop in that Sce : And 'ris generally noted 
to be Timothy : Sure we are, that Timothy was Biſhop 
there, and that tuch about this time 3 We have Scripture 
for that, in the Cloſe of the: ſceond Epiſtle to Temethy, 
where Faul Dares, and Dire@s his Epiſtle thus, The ſecond 
Epiſtle to Timothy, Ordained the firit Biſhop of the Church 
of the Epheſians, Yritien from Rome, when Paul was brought 
before Nero the ſecond time. Aﬀter whom, Saint Job» him- 
ſelf that writ this Epiſtle, Succeeded him in the ſame See, 
where he lived many years, and at. laſt ended his dayer, 
2 very old Man, and dyed in Peace in his Bed, and fo did 


with 
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with Martyrdome : For the latter of theſe, we have the 


Hiſtory of the Chnrch : Bur for the former, we have [| 


the Canonicall Scripture 'it ſelf ro confirm ir : So that - 
you cannot caſt Biſhops out of che Church Roor 2nd Branch, 
(as rhe cry goes among fome of you) except you will burn 
your Bibles, 

3+ But why doth he write in the fingular number, To 
the «Angel of the Church, as to one ? VVere there no more 
concerned in it # Surely yes, all the Clergy art the leaſt; fo. | 
Rupertts, Dum ad Angitlum ſcribit, ad totum Cleram ſcribit : 


VVien he writes to the «Angel, or Biſhop of the Church, he WW 


Writes tothe whole body of the Clergy of that (harch, Lyra 
goes further, /» eAngelo Eccleſie, totem affetur Ecclefiam , 
In the Angel of the Church, he ſpeaks ro the whole Church, 
however moſt eſpecially to the Paſtors and Minifters of it. 
Bur why in the fingular number, as to enc ? but becauſe he 
was their Chicf, he was their Governour, he bad the over- 
ſight of all the reſt, he had the Charge of them, 3s they 
had of the Flock of Chriſt, and of the Congregations un- 
der him ; he was co give them their Charge, to fet them 
up2n their Daty, and to ſee that they did diſcharge ir ac- 
cordiszly ; and therefore, as if they were all involved in 
him, and included in him, whatſoever .is found goed in 
them, is imputed onto himyahd he is commended for it; what- 
ſoever is found reproveable in them, is charged upon him 
all along throughour the whole Epiſtle, and he is blamed 
for it. Judge you then if he, and all his Sncceffors in the 
like Charge, have not reaſon to look into the Carriage and 
Behaviour of thoſe which are ſo immediately nnder their 
Governmeat, and under their Charge z if they have not rea* 
ſon as their inioones, irimoniw, to Overſes them, to Viſit them, 
to take aw Account of them how they carry in therr hes 
| "8 
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= and diſcharge their Duties in their ſeoerall Charges, Surely 
. | iris but reaſonable, and neceffary, that he ſhould 'take an 
- Account of others, which is to give an Account for others 
unto God , and ſach is che Caſe in the Text, To the An- 
gel of "the Church 'is the Epiſtle direQed, of him is che 
Aokune 'requlretd for all 'thae are 'under his Charge and 
| Gbrertinene, 'cſpeeially his Clergy, To the eAngel of the 

Church of Epheſus, rite. Fe we. 
- 'Bue the 'main thing offered"our of this ſperſcription of 
the Bpiſtle co'be inquired into, is this ; Why ie is Di- 
xe&ed fo uhe 'B fſbop 2-(or ' who'ever elfe are included init) 
under the Nathe arid Notion'of a» «Agel, To the' «Angel 
of the Charch. And Saint Augufline gives the Reaſon in a 
| word 3 Propter ſimiliradinim, for the likenefle that is be- 
tween them, and for the niaty propetties wherein 'all Bi- 
ſhops, Paſtors, and Miniſters of the Church "ſhould reſem- 
| ble the Angels; - and the reſemblances, between them for 
-—z they are called by that Name, are principally theſe 
Vee 
"  T, Propter 'Dignitatem, For the Honour 'and Dignity 
that God hath pur upon chem ; God'hith' Clothed them 
with Honour and Dignity above cheir Brethren, and hath 
Anointed them with 3 Oyle of Grace and gladneſſe above 
their fellows , Hath Dignified them with the higheſt Ti- 
tles that Men can be capadle of, Spiritual! Fathers, Paſtors, 
Ralers, Embaſſaders, Starry, Angels, 'that they may be Ho- 
nourable in the Eyes of the People ; it is much for his 
own Honour that it ſhould be o ; it is for the- Honour of 
his' Service that it ſhould be fo 3; ie is much for the ad- 
vantage of their Miniftery that ir ſhould be ſo 5 it is for 
the Honour of the People thar it ſhould be fo 5 and there- 
| fore. hath he Commanded, that Pa ſhould account ns. 
F | WJ 
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thy of doatle . Hoxour, if not for their own lake, yet for 


_ . their works ſake, and for their Maſters ſake, we ſhould not | 


think much ro Honour them whom God doth Honour : 
And let them whom God hath ehus Honoured, take heed 
they doe not diſhonour him, nor themſelves. Remember 
the tem given to Eljer Sonns in this very caſe ; Thoſe 
which Honour me, 1 will Hlonoar ; but thoſe that deſpiſe me, 
ſbol be deſpiſed, 1 Sam. 2.30. made good Hdelech. 2.9. 

2. Propter Miniffrationem ; Paſtors, and Miniſters of che 
Church, are called Anpels, for the likenefſe of their Mini- 


ration with that of the pogeſs: Angels ar+O Minifiring 
s 


Spirits, ſent out for the pood of theſs that ſhall be the Reires 
of ſalvation, Heb. 1. 14. Paſtors and Miniſters are ſuch for 


all the world, called, commiffionated, and ſent our for the 
good of thoſe that ſhall bethe Heires of Salvation, to Preach 
- unto them che Goſpel of Grace ; To Publiſh and Declare 


unto them the Miftery of Godlinefſe ; To Proclaime- the 

lad tydings of Salyatien 5 To Inftru them in the way of 
Life; To Comforr,to Confirme them,to ſtrengthen thern,and 
every way to. Build them up upon their moſt holy Faith, 


and ſo to fit and prepare them for rhe Glory that is intended 


them : their very Name imports their Duty, A-gels, Meſ- 
ſengers from God to Man; And the Meſſage that they bring 
is good, 'ris #2224109, good newes, tydings of Peare, and of 
good things : How beautifull therefore ought therr very Feet to 
be upen the Mountains, which are ſhod with the preparation of 
ſuch Goſvel. | : 


3- Angels, Propter Scientiam, & Sepientiam, for their ff 


wiſedom and knowledge ; Angels are wiſe, and knowing Spi- 
rits z As #n eAngel of Goa, ſo i my Lord the King to dif» 
cern good and evil, ſayes the widdow of Tekoab to Deva, 
2. Sam. I. 17. And verſe the 20, My Lord the "us 

DT Wiſe, 
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: | Yiſe, & 4 1Angal of God, to know all thexgs : Angels are 

j wiſc, and knowing Spiries ; ſuch ought Paſtors and Mini- 

ſters of Churches ro be, Wiſe, 4nd Eovwing : The Prieſts 
: 


Lips muſt preſerve. Knenledge, and the people ſhall ſeek the * 
Law at bs Mouth ; for be the Meſſenger of the Lord of 
Hoſts, Malac. 2. 7. The Komes Orator was wont to (ay of 
the Lawyers Houſe, that it was Oraculum (ioitatis, the Ora- 
Cle of the City : I 2m ſure it eughe eo be ſo of the Di- 
vines : The Divines Refidentiary Houſe ought to be, 0r4+ 
eulum (rvitats, from whenee any of the People ouzhe to 
fetch Infirution, Dire&ion, Reſolution, Satisfz&ion in all 
their Doubts, and Difficulties ; Tenquam 4b Oraculo, as 
from an Oracle 3 and this requires much knowledge, wiſe- 
dome, and prudence : He muff not. be 8 Novice, ſaith Sint 
Paul, t Tim.3. 6. He muſt be as @ Steward, ſaith our Saviour, 
i plextifully furniſhed, that may bring out of bis Treaſary 
things New and Old. God will not ſend a Meſſage by the 
Leggs of the Lame ; nor make Blind men Seers, nor Diimbe 
men kis Orators : VU #s definit Phileſophm,"tbr incipit Medi- 
£4, Tt was wont to be ſaid, here the Philoſopher ends, 
there the Phyſition begins : T am ſure it onght to be fo with 
'the Divines : Arts and Sciences, Knowledg2 in the Learned 
Languages, Hiſtories, and all other kinds of Humane Learn- 
ing, were wont to be accounted the Stayres into the Pulpit, 
the Handmaids to Divinity : But how ordinary hath it 
been in theſe latter and looſer Times for young Neophytes 
to skip over all- theſe at one jumpe into .the Pulpir, and 
there with great Confidence and Impudence, the onely Ar- 


| mour of Ignorance, to vert their own raw Fancies, or ſuch 


things which they have taken up upon Truſt, from ſuch 
Aurhors as they have light upon, or what they have taken 
from the Mouth of their admired Teachers, by Broct)grs- 

Ek | PPE, 


| (12) 
Phie, and ſo Communicate them unto. the people, apr 'to 
tzke any new Impreſſions, and fill chem with variccie of 

_Fancies and- Innovation*. _ SER 
The fourth property. wherein the Biſhops, Paſtors, and . Þ 
-, Miniſters of Churches doe reſemble the Angels, and for fl 
', which they are ſo called, is, Propter Celeritatem, for their 
'readinefſe, chearfulneſſe, and ſwiſftneſſe 'in Executing the 
Commands of Almighty God. Angels are repreſcnted to. 
us Winged, and cholh Wings noe let down, and'clapt to 
their ſides ; but raiſed up, exp4rſit -and ſtretched our, to 
| ſhew their readincſſe to execute the will of the Heavenly 
Farher 5 they Rand in his preſence, their Eye is upon him, 
they doe bur watch for the word of Command, and pre- 
{crtly they are upon the Wing : They doe not goe, bur 
runnc 3 not runne, but fly.; ſuch ſhould be our readineſſe in do- 
ing tle will of our God : we muft not runne before we 
be ſent ; but being ſent, we muſt not linger, delay, nor make 
excuſes, we muft nor Drive heavily in his Service, the 
wheeles of our obedience, muſt be oyled with Chearſul- | 
nelſe and Alacrity, that we may move ſwiftly in all our ©: 
Duties and Performances ; as we dayly Pray, ſo we muſk 
dayly Pr:@iſe That bis will may be done on Earth, as it 
in Hcaten ,; and we ſee how the Angels doe his will, with 
winged Chearfulneſſe and Swiftneffſe 3 Goe thou 'and doe. 
likewiſe. | 9 4 
The fifch reſemblance for which Biſhops, Paſtors, and 
Miniſters of the' Church are ſtyled Angels, is, Proprer Pa- 
r:tatem, for their Holineſſe and Purity : Angels are. Pure | 
Creatures, ſo had they need be that ſtand: in. the preſence 
of the holy God, and are admitted ſo neer unto him, in 
this reſpe&t we muſt te as the Angels, ahd that upon the 
{ame account. oſes tells Korah, Numb. 16. g. That ” | 
| Lor 
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| Ld bod taken bim nect ante bim, to des the ſervice of the 
| Tabernacle : Even fo we. that ate the Lords Pricfts ſet a 
| | part -to doe the ſervice of the Taberaacle, and ro Miniſter 


fore him in holy'chings, are taken neer unto the Lord : 


And he hath ſaid, He wil 'be ſanBified in them that come- 

; weer 61m; Levit, to. Oh-what a harefull thing it is to'God 
* and Man, to ſce' a profane perſon, polluted and beſmeared 
- wich all. manner of impiery, impuricy, and uncleanneſſe,” 10 
draw necr to God in holy Services, with his pollarcd Heart, 


polluted Lips, polluted Life, and polluted Hands, to pol- 


Y hae ail-chat be roucherh ! ir is a wonder” that in ſuch cas 


fer, the holy God: doth 'not 'bteak our vpon chem, to firike' 
them through with-a Thunderbole, or by Fire from Heaven 


_ avenge himſelf upon i their |preſamption,' as he ' did 'upon. 


Nedab and ' Hbihezia the \like Caſe, and for the ſame Sint; 


Leuit, x0. And how hatefull it is ro Man, we-may' per-' 
 teive by chat which £5 his Sonns are Charge with; in the 
Game Gafe, 1 Sam,'2. 15. Tou mate the Lords People to ab- 


horre the Sacrifice of , the Lord, Woe be to us, if through 


:F: our profanneſſe, of irreverent hatdling of -holy things, we 
- make the Lords People to abhorre the 'Sacrifice' of the 
8 Lord; take heed we handle holy things in a holy manner, 


thav we put off our Shooes when we approach the burning . 
Buſh, and land upon holy Ground, thar' we waſh our 'Hands 
in- innocency, befere we compaſſe the Altar : All the waſh- 


| Ingsand purifyings under the Law; did but Typically Teach 


w, how holy we ought to be: Our very. Garments that we 
weare, reade unto us Le&ures of holineſſe and purity. In 


the Conſecration of «eAroz to the -Office of the Prieft- 


hood, among other Belt Ceremonies, it was Comman- 
ded, 'That the Blood of the Sacrifice fhenld be Sprinkled upon 
bs right Eare, and apon the Thumbe of bi 'right Nang, and 
| D . wpon 


- 


Gu). 


#pon the great. Tot: of bir right Four 4: And hor did all 'rhis | 
fignifie 2 . bur ghas the ' Lords: Peiefs (muſt be: SanRified 


througbout, and from. Top to Toe Confecrarted as holy wn+ 
ro the Lord. The Motto of -ybe. High-Ptieſts. Mirer, was, 
Holineſſe. tothe Lord: It: ſhould -be: the Motro of every 
one of our Hearts, our Lips.qur Lives, and afl our Service 
ſhould Proelaime, Holixeſſe to the Lord. We are here ſty- 


led eLagels, ro ſhew, That we: ſhould walk before the Lord 


even in Angelicall purity and holineſle, 
| Wedhould now .come-to ſpeak of the Perſon from whoni 


chis Epiſtle 1s ſent-: But by the way, we may not omit the || 


Charge here given to Saint Fob», coneerning the things to 
be. fignified unto the Church from him z and- that is, To 
Write them-.down : To the «Fage! of the'Charch of Ephe- 


3 


ſus, write, ry | 


.. Saint fob» had beenat Authentique Meflenger to have” 


delivered Fives tece, by word of Mouth; a Meſſage' from 
Chriſt, ro:the Church: But. Chriſt - doth: gore chink thar 
ſutficientz but. be muſt; VVrite. ©: The Reaſon was, Thoſe 
things . chat he-there wrote: to that Clawch, did com 
'  Cern all other Chriſtian, Churehes to the worlds end, H# 
that hath. an Eare muſt hearkes unto thew.. And therefore 
thar chey may; comme: to. the knowledge:ofc them -it- was: ne 
ceſſary they fhauſd be writtev.: Secondly, Things delivered 
by word of Monrthy-and:ſb tranſfmitred from:Mourh to Mowrh 


by Traditionare ſubjeft robe:corrupred;miſreported|to admit. 


of Addition, Diminvurion, Alteration, rthers.can be 'ng cers 
t2inty in them, bug: G:1be#s Srrapte. macree, (Away then wit 
all your Popiſh Traditions, Anaþuptifticall Revetation; 
F:llacious &dypeps, Vnmritten: Veritier, os they calf them, 


recd 
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| jofed in matters of Faith and Manners im order to our 


Eternall ſalvation. God hath better provided for his Church 


- then ſo,. By giTing ws 4 more ſure Word of the Prophets and 
- Apoſtles, and our Lord himſelf, ell in ihr > unto which we 


fhal dos well to take heed, af £0. the Legbts ining in 4 dark 


place, to guide our Feet in the wayes of truth, life, and peace, 


We now comero confider of the Perſon, from whom the 


Epiſtle is ſent. /ztererit multam Davuſne loquatur, beruſne 


It adds much to the luſter and authority of that which 
is written, to conſider from whom it is wri'ten ; Ang that 
is here, from this wonderfull Pexſon deſcribed in the Text, 


. by Holding the ſeven Starrs in b@ right band, and walking 


in the midſt of the ſeven Golden (andlefliicks, As the Pro- 
phet {ſy once askt the Þ eſtion, 1/ay 63.1. #ho t this that 
t 


cammeth from Edom, with Garments died ved from Bozrah 3 


| So here, Who & this wonderful Perſon, which here we ſee walk- 
ing in the midft of the ſeven Golden Caxndlefiicfs 2 why, It « 
| #0ne, other but the Sonne of God, the Lord of. the Candle. 
flicks, and the eawner of them, the Very ſame which we ſaw be- 


fore, bolding the ſeven Starry #1 ba. right hand. Bur hath he 
no Name > Te; But the Spirir thought ir more fit to repre- 
ſent him: here in a'Glorious Vifion, to ſet him forth in ſuch 
2 Heavenly Deſcription and Periphrafis, 2s might ftrike in 
the Church an awfull: reverence of ſo Divine a Majcſty,:to 
tremble a7 bis Word; and carefully to heed it; in the promi- 
fes; the Threatnings, rhe: InfiruRions, the Admonirions, the 

fions, and: all the ſeverall diſpenſations of ir, as 


| _ werd of thi Mighty God, and not of Man, the King, Chiefs 


Prieft, and Prophet of the (birch, and on that war perpetae 


«by. in: the midf} of them, and had, « continual Eye uponthem, 


and would. take « fiiif acconnt of them , therefore is he ſer 


forth. noe by his Name, but by a deſcription.  - © E 
a 


(16) 
In this D-fcription here; are two parts, we muſt conft- 
der of them both in their Order-: The former of 'them' re 

reſents him to us, Molding the ſeven Starrs in bit right 


and, Firſt then, What & meant by theſs ſeven Starrs 2 Se- 
condly, Fhat & meant by b& holding of them in bir right band? . 


Asto the firſt, Ir is no injury ro truth to underſtand them in 
2 Lirerall ſence of that famous Conftellation in Heaven, 
which in a Clear Night is viſible in our Horizon, #4» dorſo 
T awri, which our Vulgar People call, ths ſeven Starrs 5 
Aftronomer*, the Pleyades, and by a Synechdoche, for the 


whole number of the Starss in the Firmamencr ; all which, 


this wonderfull Perſon boldeth in bw vight hand : He telleth 
phe number: of the Starvrs, and celleth them all by therr Names; 
He (reated them at the firfl; Hoe affigned to them their Plas 


ces in the Firmameat, thery ER their Motions, thitr 


Vertaes, their Influences which he can canſe them to ſend forth 


when he pleaſeth, and when he pleaſath refrain them : Canft | | 


thon flay the ſmeet Jnflaences of the Plegades & or binde the 


Bands of Orion 2 thon canfts not ; But he that made them, 
4nd gave them their Influences, can, © | 
 efftra regunt Homines, ſed regit fra Dem: | 
The Starrs have a ſtrong Influence upon Men, and upon the 
ſubſtellary Bodies : bur he that made them hath a fironger 


Jafinence upon them ; He holdnth them in bur right hand, 


guides them, moves them, orders them os t pleafetb bim, ard 


therfore feare net the fignes of Heaven, Jer.10.2. but feare the 


God of Heayen ; Look not fo mech at the Starry, as at the 


Hand, and av him that boldeth them in bi right hand, Thus | 


if we underftand theſe Starrs in a Licerall ſence, the words 
will bcare it well enoagh s the Expoſition- is true, 'bur: nov 


ſo genuine; 'tis ſure enough our Lord did allude unto thoſe 
Starrs we ſpeak of in 'this Expreffien: Bur in the genuine 


Incer- 
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\ Tnrcrpretacion of them, he leads ws anorher way, to a Mc 


; the property of the Starrs to ſhine, attd to give lig 


"V8, 


edphovitall fence, Revel, 1.:4:d the leff,and by theſe ſrorn 


| $tarrs; underſtands, the ſtuem Angels of theſe ſeven Churches ,, 


and by choſe Angels, the. B:ſbops, and Chiefs Poftert of theſe 
Chuyicher.g and under. them, all the ather AMiniflers, Paſtors, 
8nd Teachers, which bere be flyleath, fo many Starrs = But whar 
is it that: the Spirit would ſay ants the Charcher, by this 
Mctaphoricall Bxpreſſion > Surely this is that which he 
would ſay, | . | 


. That'sl Biſbeys, Paflore, r2d Miniflers of the (burdh Ob, 
| fbenlld bo us Starrs 17 the ſeveral Churches, and Charges where- 


in they are fixt, and that in's fx-fold reſemblance, for which 
they: are there fo fled, _.. 


nt Proper Zncen, for the Eighe that oughy to be Fo 


themy/and by which they onghte” ro ſhine wnto others : It is - 


ight to the 
dark places of the Earch,and thar'irs the Nighe time -when 
there is moſt need of it; Remember weare Starts, and Starrs 


muſt. ſhine : #o are the Legbs of tha world, and miſt not be 


pat ander 4 Buſbell, but ſet wp on 6-Candleflich, that 'we may 
give Light to all that aro about we. Tt is 8 high Teſtimony 
that our Saviour gave fobs'the Bapriſt, 7508 be was a ſhine 
me Light, Tis faid of the Fathers, mer / in! the Councell '6f 
Nice, that they were, Totem Orbit "Lamins : It was ſaid of 
Sainr F/i/, That he was ir: bi Pulpit a8 Thander ; and inks 


exemplery Converſation, as Lightning. We muſt ſhine by our 


Doarine, and ſhine by 'our Works, 2nd ſhine by our Exem- 
plary Converſation; by all theſe we muſt ſo Hine before Mew, 
that they may ſee our good works, 23 well as hear our ggod words, 
that ſo they may be moved, to glorifie ety Father which i in hea- 

g 2. Fus 


(13) 
5: BuriLightWichone Heat, is. but' a kind of *Jqu6 f& 
41m"; -there-maſt-be Heate withinz as 'well as Lighe witty | 
our, hcate of 'Love, 2nd heare of Zeale ; Foby was 8 ſhineng 
and a burning Light , he ſhind in his DoQrine, andexem> 
plary life without, and he burad within with Love an&'Zeak. 
Remember we arc'Sacrificers, and thoſe Sacrifices'were ever 
moſt acceptable which were offered by-fire unto the Lord; 
withour-this holy fire to quicken, and ro warm us; we ſhall 
* be but cold in our perfermantes, . perfun&ory in" our ſervi- 
ces, we ſhall Drive heavily in the wayes of God, and doe 
the work of\.che Lord but negligettly r'Zeale is the-wings Y.. 
of the ſoule that lifts 'it vp,: and carries it '6n0 {wiſtly in 
holy performances, the oyle of the wheeles of our obedi- | 
ence that makes them run chearſully:z je will pur vws-upon 
all our Duties with earneftneſſe, feryency,devotion,affe&ion, 
-and that which we'doe' fot God; br. to: God; ic will make 
ns to doe it heartily and: throughly 3 of all orhers-we had | 
need. to be fervent #1. ſpares, ſerving the Lord, from whoſe 
Zeal, all; our Propleare gotake: Fire: | 2 4 7 
-- $» iStarrs, Prapter. Tnſuontjou';Biſhope, Paſtors, and:M 
. —— CI are —_ Somos ms che in- 
- uence that 'they haveupon the people, and the Conpgrega» 
-rions dePendipp wpon them 2: Xanrm: off Veboculum New; _ | | 
Joris & [4nflunntens, The Srarrs 2nd'Sther Luminaries of Heas 
. yet, doe bythe Rayes-and Bears which they ſend forrh, con- | 
vey not. onely Lighe- and Heates' bur-Nrong- influence: allo 
into the infetiout Bedies: Conſt then foj the ſucre inflact- 
ces of the Plejader; Taith. Joby ſpeaking of: rhoſe very. feven. 
. Starrs unto which the Text./Joth-allude.'>'Even forthe Pa- 
| Nors and Minifters of -the,Chutch, che Church-Starrs: doe 
convey unto. the people nader them, ſirong influence, good 
' or bad ; if they be benigte'Starrtythen the influence vn 
LIE > . "0g 
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' ng froin' them is goqd, ſaving. healing; comforting, revive- 
- ——_ But if chey R—_ CITI 
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Flowing from them' muſt needs be- like unto. them(elyes, 
blaſting: and difaſterous. There are ſome Aſtronomers tell 


| Bsy That wato every Creature here below in this inferiour world, 


there dſiigned 4 Starr, from whoſe influences it doth receive 


' Figor, Life, and Fegetation : Not much unlike the Opiai- 


on of the Papiſts, 7bt «figne to every Adan borne into the 


World, an Angel-to be bis Guardian : And of the Hanichees, 


which afiegne to every. ſoule 8 goed eAngel and a bad ; the 


'. me drawing him to that which is good, the ather ta that which 
' x evil, 1 leave them to defend their own Opinions ; this 


is ſure, Thar from every of us Chureh-Starrs, there Darts 


.-out a Beame, or a Ray, which derives influence from us, 


good or bad,-ro every ſoule chat lives under our aſpct ; it 


'-we-prove malignant Statrs, and thic influence from; us. be 
© (Killing, and DcſtruQive, woe unto us ; How many ſoules 

ſhall we baye to auſwer for in that eaſe, periſhing through 
' us} Remember we are Starrs, ſee the 1»fluence which. we 


fend-forth ro-thole that depend upon us be good 57fis- 
ENCE, 


4 Propter Ordizen, Biſhops, Paſtors; and Minifters of 


; the Churehes, are yled Starrs,. for the Order that is ameus 
;them, and which they ougbe with all due care, to keep and 
-obſerve, The Starrs #7 their: Order fought agernft Silcra, 

| Juag, 5, We have Sz#ſcrs's to fight againſt, and if ever we 
. will -fight proſperouſly, we muſt fight in Order. Ins all 
Order there is ſabordination, as well as Ocdination ; and 

'there are Degrees, Secnnadum fab, & ſapra. There. are ſc- 

- vetall' Maghitudes, 42d exe Starr differath from anotber 5: 
"Glory, The moſt Reverend Fathers in God, the Lords Arch- 

-Biſhops, aud Biſhops, they-are Starrs of the firſt Mogni- 


tudes 


(2d ) _— 
tide; The ReveFend Prefates and Dignitaries in Carhedrafl 
Churches, they 'are Searrs of a fecond ay VVe- 
Country Priefts, we are Starrs too, bur 'of « 'lefer ſize, 
that move in 2 lower Sphere $ Mainores Nodbsles {#ls F, 
ferioris, the Minors of | the Inferiour world ; we muſt alf 
be content wirh our . Stations, and wirh our Seandings, and 
every offe move in thae ſphcre in which Providence hath 
plc't and fixe him. Thoſe etiat are of the greater 'Magni- 
cndes, muſt not deſpiſe choſe that are leſſer ; rhoſe+ cher. 
zre of leffer, muſt not envie thoſe that are greater, bur eve» 
ry one muſt move in his own ſphere, every one AQ 'in 
his own Place, and in that Conſtellation wherein he 'is 
fixt-3 there he wuſt ſhine, and there: he muſt ſend forth 
Light, and Heare, atid Influence, and doe all the good 'he- 
can : If the Sezrrs of Heaven ſhould Change their Cour- 
ſes, Croſſe their Motions, and +Juſtle one with another /? 
what muſt needs follow, but a Conflagration in Heaven'd 
And if the Church-Starrs here below, ſhall doe the like, 
they muſt needs threaten Combuſtion on Earth. If «As- 
res Bells :once begin ro jangle, decome our of Tune, and 
Ring Croffe 2 what doe they cry, but Fire in the Church, 
which wili ſoon take hold of the Kingdom too, and ru- 
ine all cogether > But remember we are Starrs, and we muſt 
keep our Courſe, move in our own' ſphere, and keep 'in 
Order 3 that's the fourth Reſemblance, for which 'we aref]] 0 
called Starrs. © i 62 4 <2 
5. The fifth is, In reſpe&t of our Firednefſe and ſet-fj le 
tlement - in our Charges ; The Starrs in the 'FirmamettY] -tþ 
are Fixed Starrs ; thoſe ſeveti more particularly (unto which. tf 
this Scripture: ſeems' ro aljade) in a famous 'Conſteſfarion:{- 
ſuch ſhould ' rhe Church-Starrs 'be; Fixed Starts 3 'Nts 
felt erratice, nox cadentes ,, Not 'wabdring Starrs, not: fl 3 
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| ( 21 ) . | 
-* Jing Statrs, hot Metecrs, ſuddzinly appearing, and as ſuds 
dainly' diſappearing : Burt fixed' Srarrs, ſetled - in thar 
| _ of the Heayen, of the Church bere below, which 
rovidence hath affigned unco them ; and there being 
 diſpoled of, they tuft fix, there they muſt reſide, there 
they rauſt. ſhine, rherice they muſt fend forth their #+- 
fluences, ro the chlivening, comforting, and refreſhing of 
all thofe that #fe Urider their oHedtnces, ind their oſo48, 


_ fateable'to their Tevetall Poficurty, Capaſitice, Priviledgee, 
and Honobrs, © © 
'. 6. The fixth Reſernblanceberiveen the Starrs,and the Pa- 
ors and Miniſters of the Churches, is in their borowed 
'Lighe 3 the iniare Light of the Srarrs is but weak ; 
Nl the beſt Light by which they ſhine, is but muruatitious, 
+;:derived. from the Sofine, the Foottain of Light : Even 


'Þ it is with' our Church Starrs, che Light that is in us, 
is a6t our own, it is 2 borrowed Lighr that comes down 
from the Father of Lights, and is dtrived from the Sonne 
4 of Rightrouſneſſe, ariſing over wm, with bealing under his 
Wings, the Fountdin of Light, owt of thoſe falneſſe wo al 
"Fecerve Grace for Grace. And this Confideration thould 
teach us two things. Firft, Humility : Here's no pround 
. for boaſting: Sainte Pas! pricks the Bladder of thar 
ſwelling pride, and makes it fall, when he puts us in mind 
arcff| of our Poyerty and Dependency, ® hat baft thou, which 
Þ| .thos haſt not received 2 And if Men will be boaſting, 
oF let them boaſt of that which is their own ; The Zeght - 
+that we have, is net oar own, be the gifts and parts in 
ich}..thee never ſo great, tt.e Lighe that is in thee never fo 
| clear, fo illuRtrious; yer {ay of it al!,-as the Sonne of the 
Prophet did of the Axe which he ler fall into rhe water, 
Alu Maſter, it was but borrowed ; the 'glory of _—_ is 
: X = ue 


( 22 ) 


| due to the Lehder, not to the Borrower j to the Giver] 


Let to the Recciver z But of him, and from bum, and by. 


him are all thiſe z, therefore to bim be the glory of them all, 


for ever and ever, of bim the Father, from bim the Sonne, if 


, and by him the holy Ghoſt ate they all ; 4ud therefore to 
him the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, in the Unity of tha 
Trenity, be the. glory of them all for evermore, Secondly, 
This ſhould reach us Charity, in the communicating of 
this Light to others, which is committed unto us for that 
very end ; And therefore we are Charged with this Du: 
ty, not onely upon the account of Charity, but of Juſtice, 


and Faithfwlneſſe in our truft < «fs every ove bath race, 


ved, ſo let bim diflributs, as Stewards of the manifold gra 
ces of God: Stewards are to give Accounts, as well as to 
rake them; and the greater their Receiprs are, the greater 
Accounts doe they make them lyable unto, A, Day will 


come, when it ſhall be {id nato them, Kedde regionem: 
Vilicationls tua, Giiue an «Account of thy Stewardſbip 


And ſuch are we all in this Caſce. The Gifts ebat we have 
are not our own } they are committed to ns bur in truſts 
we Reecive them to Have, bur not to Hold ; we muſt 
Communicate, The Starrs doe not ſhine to themfelves 1 
. bur to the infericur world, to give Light to others, agd 
hat in the darkeſt eimes too of the Night, when rhere 
1s moſt need of them. Stich Starrs muſt we be, Te. ſhine 
ints the World: To 


L 


is which the ſpirit would ſty unto the Charthes, in this f 


. wile, in reſembling the Paſtors and Minifters of it by thi 5 


LLLLLE 


— 


. grve Light to them that fit in Dokl 
© eſſe, and in the ſhadow of Death, to guide our Feet ati 
_ the wayes of 7 ruth and Peace, And thus you ſce what itY- 
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* But what is meant, by Holding them in bk right band? 
There are five things intimated to us it this Ex- 


pc Mon, \ 


a The great Care that «Almighty God hath of them, 
to ſecure chem, to preſerve. them, to prote& them, tba? 


. the Sonnets of wilerce ſhall not come neer to touch them, 
or to hurt them; He tbat- toncheth you, toucheth the of Y- 


ple of mine Eye » Who. dare come fo ner to hutt thoſe 
which Chriſt holdeth zu hi right band, but his Icft hand 
will be ready to avenge them ? 

2s The great Revour that be # pleaſed to dee them, 
fo take them ſo rrer unto himſelf, as into his righe 
hand. The Right hand is a place of Honour and Dig- 


© nity. Chriſt facteth on the right Hand of the Father. 


7he Sheep are placed on the right Hand of Chriff, When 
Solomon would Honour his Mother, he cauſed a Throne 
to be ſet, ana her to be placed of bis right Hand, Pa- 
Rors, and Miniftcrs of Churches, they are on Gods rig |: 
Hand, they arc in his right Hand, they are there as Sig- 


; nets of his righe Hand, as prerticns Stones in his Signer, 
. Tluftrious and Glorious. Great & the Honour that he is 
. Pleaſed ro put upon them, even here in the Church ; 
How fiudious ought we to: be of his Honour, that hath 


thus honoured us, and of our own too, that we carry :$ 
becomes us in that high Relation, Calling, Dignity, Name, 


© and Place that we bearc in Gods right Hand, that ſo we. 

\ way fit on bis right Hand bwveafter, in whoſe preſence 

 fulneſſe of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſares for 
. OTE MOTe, 


. The advantage that ve bave of being atuxdantly i1-. 


luminated by the light of bis countenance, at ſo nter a 't- 


fa: ce ; 
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fance, The neerer the Starrs are to the Fountain of 'Lighe; 
the ſtronger muſt needs be the irradiation from it, and | 
their illumination by it - Bchold, we are necr unro the . 
Lord, S418 in hu right Hend ; bow ftrong then muſt * 


needs be the irradiation from ſo Glorious 3 Preſence, 
through the beams of his countenance darting upon us. Is 
was faid of Afoſes, that when he came out of the Mounr, 
bis Pace did ſhine, that the people could not loth apon him 
fer the glory of it, Behold, we are in che Mount with 
God, we are taken neer unto him ; the Lighe in'us ſhonld 


be ſo great, our Gifes and Graces ſo illuſtrious and re- | 


. fplendenry, that our people ſhon!d look upon us with 


dizled Eyes, in admiration of our ſpirituall cxcellencies ; 


 whi'e we behold with open face the Glory of the Lord, 
it ſhoull be our eare and- indeavour, and will bc'our hap- 


pineſſe coo, to: be transformed into the ſame Ithzge from 


Glory to Glory, and that that God, #hich maile The light 


to ſhine out of dankneſſe, may thine into our Hearts, to. 


' Five the light of the Glory of God, in the Face vf Jes 
ſus Chriſt. | | 
4+ By this expreſſion is intimated, the continwunlT Eye thet 
God hath upon uz, to olſerve out carriage, and our behaviowr'in 
our Calling, and inour reſpeflive Charsbey and Charges, We 
cannot be in rights Hand, but we miſt be under #6 7ig6t 
Eye too, and that is as a Flame of fire, nor ſo much tbr rhe 
anger, as for the-perſpicacicy of 'it. Of all ſorts of ptce. 
ple, and Callings amongſt men, there ate none that he 


doth more ftrialy obſerve, or take a more <x2& account | 


of, then he doth of u*'.© How punctually and particularly 
doth he Charge the «£:gels of theſe ſeven Churches, ih the 
ſecond and: third Chapters of this Book'; This thes buſt, 


for which T commend thee :; eAnd theſe and theſe things 1 
Woo a ion 
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they forth for 4 ſeaſonzer.1 2. mu Starrs mv} ſhine where 
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| 4% in, the ſba9ts a th ; and to leave te ther from 
- os he took. ot #9, the Frys Fe f-xcj &f  theyfirſt, ho 
fos loved, the, Starrs doc; pet (hi 0440y 
pla ud pg I. e-world, ld, of. :the-Church, by chance Q, not 


Charches, there. bs 2 Progidenes in echedil- 
zof chem. Jnabe. 6th, of the «4#qgwe haxca clear 
etlece of is ; there. were three bright Srareh alne.wi 
ave ſhined; jn eAſis,; bur they received, a probibi- 

x from the holy Ghoſt, The hofy' Ghgft forked them,ver. 
G, <.:Tken they. aſſajed. to \ ſhine snto Birhynia 8 but the ſpirit 
ſuffered thaw wet, ver. 5. The Ruler, and: Diſpoſer of the 
Starrs, had otherwiſe determinedy that. they-ſhoylds goe. to 
Hacedoxia, aud ſhine there z and there did ther -Hajid- hold 


he 


LTLE 


he will have them, and as fong z 28 he will have ems and 


no k6i ger £ £ 'Thele even Dy of Afi, are at} evidence 


of this tthch $97 day. welt Chriſt 6b/# forth 


this Hal” wich the Eg 7% it "at 0610, time id 's "long 


zh:le ifter, uncill he was weary of holdi 3 forth: x4, | 
by realon of their barrenneſſe, and tith; fulneſſe, their 
irr' IT I] Dy 3nd Apoſta ic they gave him . juſt Cauſe to 


ar all the day tong, be" bad firached out bjy 


ky, -t0* pr eh aolfar. , s afn-faying Feng] "and. 


then to 'what purpoſe ſhould be bold it Fay: ere any len- 


ney to the wefferne 


ad befd it fo wore Peftwar: 
Chhrcbir\ ' And fidce offh. 


tanice of Taphor, amongſt whom we are : : And now, by the 
bleffi Ing of God, we Fave ef Joy the: Lig te . under Un 
many” years :. "But "take hee 
which God turn'd. bÞ«' Ha PRs phet ; 

2gain remove bis Hand from Japhet to: hn? Fad whe 


he doth" ſo; leaſt as upon that. remove, he left | 
; bs pies "har 


darkneſſe”;, Io * vpon this eprne, he alſo leave 


darkneffe, wherein he found: us. Beloved, there is '2h Anei- 


cnt Prophefie, Gen. g. 27. God ſhal prrſwiale Japher, and 
he ſbell dwell in the Tents of Shem,' nd Canaan fbal 4s 
his fervent.” What , is meant by $6em there. 2 bur, the 


Chureb, which was firft Planted' in-rhoſe Eafterne Pairs, | 
which were the Habiration of Shem. VWhar is meant by 


Jopher's dueting in his Tents # but his ſucceeding of: She 
in the Priviledges'of 'the Churchiby rranflating che Goſpel 
onr of theſe Faflerne Pitts of the world; into theſe more 
weſlcrly and Northerly Quarters of the world, which'were 


ttc Lox of Faphers Inhcricance, ard in which his Poſte- 
rity 


ger 2 I his Was and juſtice he turned his Hand from 


ore Northward, to thele Parts 
of the world, the Takzhitanes of the "110z0g, . the Inberi-.. 
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Candy 
ricy ſeated themſelves, "and amongſt whom we are, de- 
ſccnded from him. by Gomer.” By vertue of this Promiſe 


_ are we this Day the Church, and dwell in the Tents of 


Shem. But what Joe we think of Canaan allthis while v 
AU this while he hath been a_ſervanc, But & thrre-not & 
time when he ſhall ſhake off the Toke of ſervitude 4 ſhal 
8l! thoſe Parts of America be for ever forgotten 2? ſhall 
Light never appear in them '# Me thinks I] ſee the Day- 
ſpreng from dn bigh, begin to viſit them+ Me thinks I ſee 
the Beames of the Morning Sunge, begin to breake our 
upon thew, in the promuſgation. of the Goſpel in Ys- 
$inis, one of the outward Skires of that mighty Conti- 
nent: And I am confident it will (as the Sunne) ſhine 
forch more and more, unro the. perfe&t Day. I doe nor 
doube bur God harh a great people among them to be 
patherec, and that there will be 2 glorious Church a- 
monegſt chem; before the Confummirion of the world: : 
Bur rake heed, leaſt as I intimated before, as'God rurting 
bu Hand from Shem 'to Faphet, left Sbem: in darknefle, 
under which to this Day he lyes * So when God ſhall 
turne  b&' Hand, with the Starry in it from Jaephet to 


Cham; or Canean, he leave” ws alſo in the. Darkeneſſe 


wherein at the firft he found us, and their Sunne-rifing, 
be our Sunne fetring, 6ur Burrennefſe, Unfruirſylnefſe, 


Apoſt:c», falling from our firſt: Love, our Schiſmes ard 


- Divifions, our Hypocriſie, Formality, generall 'irrefigi- 
gen Y» B 5 


euſnefſe and profaneneſſe, ſeem to portend and beſpeak 


00 lefſe 3 preſages of it we have ſure, our Golden Can- 


dlefticks lately tottering, and ſore ſhaken, the Famcus 


Lights in chem pur- our, others burning in them Þlye, 
and dimly ; all manficr of Hereſies that ever the Church 
hath been peſtcred wichall Revived, Countenanced, En- 


courage”; 


ET 
the Scametcife Coate *of "Thrift Torte zni 


'couriged ; the Scamelcife Coate 'of Chrilt Toi 
Rene .into-an hundred ipleces, by Sels, CS nas 
a 


Diviſions, FaRions, -and FraQtions 5 The Diſcipline 6 
the Church Iayd by, the holy Woerlhip deſpiſed; and 
tralnpled under foor, the Sacraments throwne out, all 
Ordinanees, but .Preathing, and Extemporary Praying 
cryed - downe ; 'the: lowelk of the people: made Pricfts, 
- and che Prieſts made. the loweſt of the 'pegple 3 the 
Churches curn'd:into Stables, and Szables into Churtbes is 
And how much did all this come ſhort of the Ab0hnitza- 
tion of deſolation, flanding in'the holy place. ? How tieer 
did-all this come to the: execution. of che. j Rt 
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's Come to | agſgemenr | 
threatned: againft Epbeſia .in this Chapter, '0 168 
the Candleftichs out of their. places ? "Well, bleed be God, 
they are not..yet_ removed, hey yet ſtand in their placcy, 
the Lights ſhining and bacning in.cthens, the r(4ht. Hal 
of the «Almighty # get ſfretih's forth over mw, with thi © 
Starrs ſhinipg in-it, Let us be admoniſhed'by. all-rhele 
threatning puniſhments, to walk -in the lighe of them. 
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better. then. ever we have-done, while we have 14 gmor 
US, 4s iCheidren of: the: Light, to-walk up to the Light, i 
rejoyee 11 it, to be chankfol for -zt, and to bring forth tha 
fret of it-: this»is the beſt way to keep it, and tg 
- continue :it+ among -us. - And thus you -heare, .*hat i i 
« which the" Spirit ſaith unto the Churthes, 511 thi "M4 
rapboricell ExpriSion Of bolding- the * $tarrs - in bir "14ght 
Hand, es 


It followeth now, That we confider of: the. next Part 
of the Deſcription, Of this: wonderfull Perſon (hbrift the N_ 
Sonne of God, as he "is here repreſented, Walking 41 thi 
mid} of the ſeven Golden Candlefticks. y 
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firors upon' this ſacred and mifterions-number of ſeven, 


.- fo often mentioned in this MyRtical! Book, in all the 
Viſions which Saine\ John ſaw, Seven Sperets, ſeven Angels, 
_ ſeven Starry, ſeven Condleſticts, ſeven Sealers, ſevex Trums» 
"pet's, ſeven Heads, fever Hil, ſeven YVial's, ſeven Plagues, 
all by ſevers, a ſacred and'miſterious Number ; and ma» 
ny are the Myfterjes which ſome pcrſpicatious witts have 
' told "vs of, conteyned jg. that Number. Buc to paſſe by 


2 


that. Two things we have here to enquire into:: 
... What & meant by theſe Candleflicks } — 


 ./2. hat by bit walking in the midft of them t 


. , And for the firſt, our Lord himſelf hath Interpreted 
"jt unto our Hands, what is meant by them. In the laft 
\ verſe of the Precedenr: Chapter, The ſerum Golden Candle- 
flicks, are the ſeven Churches, meaning of «Afis, Where 
- take up this Obſervation by the way, 


-_ That neyicbtending there were many Corruptions in 

orſhip, in Diſcipline, in Govern- 
ment, in matters both of. Faith and: Manners ; yet our 
Saviour fill venchſaferh them the Name of Churches : 


=. 


- The ſeven (andlefiicks, are the ſeven Churches, Epheſus & 
| fallen from bey firſt love, ver. 4. Smyrna had Hipocrites 
- ymong them, Which ſad, they were Fewy, and were not,ver.g. 


Pergames had in her, theſe that beld the Dafirine of Ba- 


. Jaamm, and the  Dofrine of the. Nicolaitans, which God 
bated, yer. 14.15. Thyatyra ſuffered that woman Jexabel, 
. which called her ſelfe a Propheteſſe, to teach, and to ſeduce 
Wer to.commit Fornication, and to Eate of things facrifi- 


ced 


(30) 


ed unto Tots, Veri 26: Sitdis bad « Name that ſhe lived, 


but was dead, Chap. 3. 1. Philadelphia was the pureſt o 


al! the reft ; yet ſhe ts Charged with her defc@ roo, ſhe- i 
had but 4 little firength,'ver. 8. Laodicea #a4 neither cold 


nor bot," but Inkewarme . ſhe had a high and Phariſaicall 
Conceipt of her ſelf, that ſbe was Rich, and wanted ne- 


thrng ; where our Saviour tells her, She v1 Poor, and My- " 


ſerable, and Blinds, aud Naked 3 i#d yer notwithſtand- 


ing all this, a Church ſtill; notwithſtanding -all theſe I}. 
Defe&s, Corruptions, Blemiſhes in all the reſt ; yer all | 
this did not vn-Church them, all Churches Qiill; 
The ſeven Candleflicks ave the ſeven Charches , and the: | 
ſeen Churches the ſeven (andleflicks';" ray, Golden Can< i 
eleflicks ſtill, for. all this. It was not a little Drofle- 


amongſt them, nor a lictle Duſt, ner Ruſt adhering to 
chem, that made them ceaſe ro be Candlefticks , yea, Gol- 


dew Candleſficks till, for all this : 'Th:-ſtven Goltlen Can- 
aleſticks are the ſeves (hurthes, Surely, Chriſt the Lord. 
of the Churches, is more Charitable, more Indulgent'to// 
us in this point, then we are one to another. We have 
a Generation among us, I pray God they be noe ſuch a. 
Generation as Solomon ſp>aks of, Prov."30. 12, AT 


neration that it pure in their own 'Eyes, yet ave no clean? 


ſet from their -sx1quity : ] hope the beſt; Bur 'fuch x 
Generation we have amongſt ve, which our of a high. 


hed 
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Fo 


Conceit of theit own tranſcendent purity, think cthem-. 


ſclves/ to> good to' Joyne with others ; others too bad 
to be admitred with chem | into Church-fellowfhip t: 
Where they ſee any Defc&s, Errors, Miſcarriage, though 
they be bar pcrſonall, net Congregational!, and ſuch 25. 
we doe no way allow of, bur reprove, cry ont againſt 
Jament, and bewaile, where we" cannot help i ; yer theſe $+ 
met 
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+ men - rake. ſuch offence at. them, that they wich-draw 
| themſelves, ſeparate from our Congregations, un-church 
© WY vs, revile, reproach, riyle upon us, as Synagogues of Sa- 
d Y can, Lymbes of Anti-Chriſt, and caſt a greater reproach. 
ppon us, then the Papiſt; themſelves. . But my beloved 
Brethren, From "what ſpirit comes thir 2 from that ſpirir 
and wifedom which is from above, which '& firſt pure , 
then' peaceable, gentle, eafie to be intreated? &fc. Or, from 
* | « ſprric of pride, ſingalarity, diſdain, Vain-glory, and by- 
 B pocrifie 4 ſurely theſe things proceed not from that ſpi- 
B.ric which deſcended in the likenefſe of a Dove, . in all 
J meckneſſe and gentlenefle z bur rather that of Boenerges, 
the Sonnes.of Thunder, Fhich cated for Lightning and 
'. Fire to deſtroy, and to avenge. Bat if the ſame minde 
were in Jou, which was 1m Chriſt Jeſm, in this Text, you 
would be more Charitable. He owns the Churches ' yet 
for ©Candlefliickes : Nay, for all the Ruſt, and Duſt, and 
'Drofſe which they were Corrupted wirhall, for Golden 
' (ondleffiches : The ſeven Golden (andleflickes are the ſe- 
= ver Churches, > | | 


© But we have-nor yet Examined, why the Churches ave Queſt. 4 
2 ſet forth anto wu wnder tbe-Name and Notion of Candle-", 
FH fickes ? | | | 


» ; \ 

NY Tr is certain, that in this fmzle, the ſpirit of God. Sol. 

d4Y doth allude to that famous Candlefticke which was ſer 

FJ op ir the Tabernacle, of which we Reade Exod.z5.31. 

From it then we muſt fetch light to underſtand what is 

Y meane by comparing the Churches to it. And herein 

+4 the Apprehenfiors.of Expoficors have been very luxuri- 
fe # ous in taking hold of variety of -particulars, from whence 
: x ro 
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to rayſc ſeverall Obſervations, not impertinen, but eſpe 
cially from theſe three chings. Firſt, From che Matter 
end the Mertle whereof they are made. Secondly; From i 

rhe Forme of them. Thirdly, From the Uſe of them. F 
Friſt; From: the: Matter and the Mettall of them, thus: 


When Chriſt reſembles the Churches by- Golden (Candle. 


 ffickes, his meaning is, That they are, Per ſenfirttatem | 


pars, per dons & gratias ſpirit ſunti pretioſs, per fon- 


' ceritatem ſolide, per bows opera. ſplendentia, per, moram © 

gravitatem ponderoſs, per perſeeationem probate, per obe- 
dientiam facile -dufitlia, per predicatiovem verbi fonera, x 
By their holinefſe they are pure, by their Gifts and Gra-+ 

' ces they are pretious, by their ſincerity they. are ſolid, 
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by their wiſedom and gravity they are weighty, by the | 


fire of temptation. and perſectition they are- tryed, by 
the Preaching of the word they ring, and give a ſound, 
by their charity affd obedience they are eafily. drawne 
forth as Gold out of the Lumpe, into heafe Gold. Alf 
this From the Matter of them, and the Mettle whereof 


chey are made. Secondly, From the Forme of chem : 


It is obſerved, that they are ereQed, they look upward 


' foward? Heaven : ſuch Candlefticks the Charches | 


be: Erefa per' verwm divinarum eoptemplationem ; Ereft« 


per ſpem & fidem in Chriffo ad dextrem Dei in calo fo. 


dent 3 Erefla ad lucem celeflem recipiendam ; Erela 


| dd Iucem illam aliih prebendam, & circomguaque commu- 
| andiefticks creed and tend 
ing upward,” by their Contemplation-of Divine things, 
and ſerting their Hearts and Minds on ehe things. that. 
are above, ereed by Faith and; Hope in Chrift, fitting I - 
at the right Hand of the Father, ercQed: to /reeeive the. 
Heavenly Light from the Father of Lights ; and ereted, 

FR that} 


aicandanm ; They muſt be. 
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Þ chat it being (ef up on high in them; might the bet- 
" ter and the farther be Communicated to others-:- this 
JF from the Forme of the Candleſtickes. Thirdly, From. 


the Uſe of them, and that was . touch'r in the laſt, 


| co-hold forth the Light : Aer ave not light a Candle 


fo put it under a Buſhell, but to ſet up in 4 Candle- 
flicke, that it may give Light to all that are in the 
Heuſe :; Surh\a Candlefticke is the Church, to hold 
forth the Lighr of Truth to all her Children, cal- 
led therefore, The Pillar of Truth, Timothy 3. 15. 


'F becanſe as the Pillar holds forth the Kings Proclama- 
_ tion fixe upon it, that all that are. Concerned. in it 


may-take notice. of it, and he that runneth may Reade 


It, So ſhould the Church hold forth the Truth, that 


it may be'viſible and audible to all her Children and 


' Members, as the Pillar doth the Proclamation, the 


Candleſticke the Light. What: uſe is there of the 


 Candlefticke, if there be no Candle ſet up in it } Or 
K. what uſe of the Candle, except it be lighted, that ir 


may burne and ſhine > And that it may doe fo, there 
are two things neceſſary. Firſt, That it ſhould be fed 
with a Continuall ſupply of Oyle, er other moyflure, 
to nouriſh -it, and to keep ir burning ; and good rea- 
ſon, that they, which like Candles, conſume them- 
ſelves to give light to others, ſhould from others re- 


| <<ive chat Oyle and noperſhmens which may keep 


them burning. Secondly, 'Tis neceſſary ſometimes 


'that they ſhould be Fopt, or Snuffr : We Reade 
. Exodus 25. 38. that in the Tabernacle where the 
*Golden Candleſticke was, there were alſo Sn»ffers, 
- and Snuffe-diſhes : What the uſe of thoſe Snuffers was, 


we 


we all know, and whatthat uſe of them reacherh and leads 
to, we may- imagine : ſometimes the Candles may 
burne luxuriouſly, and in that Caſe, *'Tis necefſary 
they ſhould be fnuffe : ſometimes they may burne 
bur dimly, being choakr, and darkened with the ſnuffe 
it ſelfe, and in that Caſe, 'cis fie they ſhould be 


ſnuffe : ſometimes there may he a Theefe in the Can- 


' dle, that may waſte the Oyle and nouriſhment of it, 
. by conveying it the wrong way, and in that Caſe ehey 
may not take it ill if chey be ſnufft. The Candle- 
fticks' themſelves are nor ſo free from Ruſt and Duſt, 
but ſometimes they will ſtand in need' of ſcouringy 
-of rubbing, and of dreſſing, by Corre@ions, Viſita* 
tions, and wholeſome Diſcipline 3 Nor doe the Lighes 
in them burne ſo clearly, but they had need to be 
look't roo. Are we of this ſociety ſo innocent, thar 
we need no inſpeRion ? or ſo nocent, that we need 
to feare a Vifiration > Are we, amongſt all Societies, 
ſo abſolure, fo independent, that we have no Super- 
intendent > or if any, who ſhould that be, bur our 
Chiefe -Prieft, the Angel of this Church, our Dio- 
ceſan, our Metropolitan, whoſe Presbytery we are, 
$nd to whom we have all Sworne Canonicall Obedi- 
| ence > VVho but he our earon, to fir as a Refiner, 
to purifie the Sonnes of Levy jn this Society ? 


But we hafte to the other Part of the Defcripti- 
on of this Fonderfull Perſon, 2s he is here repreſen- 
red to us, Palking i: the midſt of the ſeven Golden 
Candlefiicks, And this is the Jaft Part of this kis 
Deſcription. | | 
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' Bernard tells us, «Ambalare in medeo 
quid eff, wiſi Eccleſi ſemper adeſſe, eic delefari, ex 
 ſeruar}, erudire, protegers, dirigere,' jſuvare, & tis om- 


Erudjre,to Teach, and to Inftrut them, to Awe.them, 


C333 \ 


And what is-meant by this his ny there, Saint 
andelabrorum, 


nibus modis advigilare : To walke in the midſt of the 
Golden Candlefticks, what is it, but to be ever pre- 


 fcnt with che Churches, to delight in them, to dirc& 


them, to prote& them, to inſtru& chem, and by all 
means co Conſult their good ? they ate all Comprehen- 
ded in theſe foure 3 His Preſence with them : His 
Delight in them : His Obſervation of them : And his 
Care for them. Firſt, He walks in che midſt of 
them with Delight 3 9f Syon, he hath ſaid, here wil 
1 dael, for 1 bave a delight in her 5 and ſo he walk- 
eth in the midſt of them, as a Man would doe in his 


: Garden, for Pleaſure, and for Recreation. Secondly, 


He walks in the midſt of them, to. Preſerve ther, 
and Proteft them 3 where he is in the midſt of chem 
within, he is as a VVall of Brafſe round about them 
without t00: Nay, Av 4 Wal of Fere, Zachary 2. 5. 


' Not onely ro Defend them within ; but co Conſume 


and burne vp all them withour, whith ſhall preſume 


' to attempt to break in upon them ; and ſo he walkes 


in the midft of them, as once he did in the midfi of 
the Frery. Purnace for the preſervation of the three 


Children, Daniel x. 23. which he did fo powerfully, 


that the fire in it had power to burne the. Bands and 
Cords, with which they were bound ; bur not to toxch 
4 Haire of thezr Heads, or a MNemme of their Gar- 
ments, Thirdly, He walkes in the- midſt of them, 


-and 


&* 


(35) 


fo keep them in order ; For hs & the beloved Sonny | 
of | the Father, in whom he © well pleaſed, whom we muſt || 


Heare. and Obey, Matthew. 3. 17. He the great Pro- 


phet of his Church, whom we are Commanded .co Þ 


Heare with a ſevere intimation, &y h& Spirit, by bu 
word, and by his Paſtors ſent out by him, doth h& teach 
the Churches to the worlds end * And ſo he walks in the 


midſt of them, as a Schoole Maſter in the midſt of 


His Schoole, and his Diſciples or. Schollers. Fourth- 
ly, He walkes in the midſt of them, To Osſerve them, 
fo take notice of their Carriage, their Manners, their 
Order, and their Behaytour, as appeares by the parti- 


cular Charges which he gives to theſe ſeveral Churches, | 
in this his Viſitation, in all of theta making good F 
what in. Generall he. tells them, before he come to | 


deale particularly with them, Nous Opera tas, 1 know 
thy works : Ang fo he walks in the midi of them, as 


the Maſter of the Feaſt in the Goſpel walk'c in his. 


Dining Reome, to take 2. View. of his Gueſts, to fee 


who had, and. who had nor on his Yedaing Garment, 


And to this-purpoſe ir js. obſervable, in what manner 


of Pofture and Gefture he is here ſeen, He is ſeen. 
relking ;* Not Sedet' Otjoſur, as Bullirger obſeryes 


not Stat Negligens, he doth not fir, as being Idle : 


I 


He ſtands nos till, as being negligent 3 but he is ſeen 


walking, from end to end, forward and backward, to 


and fro, that at every gurne he might tike a View, 
and ar every ffep. caſt an, Eye, that. nothing 'done or 
ſaid amongſt. them, may eſcape his.Cognizance. Laſk- 


£ 


ly, he is. walking,, 7  Ae4io in the mid} of the 


Candlefticks 3 Won £2 Angalo, n01 in exteriors aligus. 
; paris; }. 
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| porte;; Not in a Corner, not in ſome 'Skirt, or Ont» 
| fide of them :- bur, 1» medro Candelebrorum, in the 
& midſt. of the Golden Candleſticks, that he might look 

: Over them every way 3 and they at an equall diſtance 


on all fides, might receive from him that DireQion, 
Prote&ion, Comfort, and Enconragement which is 


_ their Light and Life. The cruth is, He bought them, he 
' tayd down a Price for them, which was far- more pre- 
. tious then Gold, his own Blood 5 he had need fee 


awhat becomes of them, and he is to deliver them up 
to God the Father 3 he received them by wenn0g 
he received chem by tale ;- Of thoſe which thow haſt 


, given me, bave 1 boft none ; Tt is his great Care thar 
| He-may deliver up his full Tale, and that he may de- 


fiver them up Pure, and Bright, and Cleare, and thar 
he may /preſent- them without ſpor or wrinkle ; and 
therefore is''it that -he hath ſuch a ſpeciall Care of 
them, ſuch a vigilant Eye vpon them, continually. re- 
Kdent among them, and walking in the midſt of ther. - 


Oh how happy are the Churckes under the inſpeQi- 


on of fuch an Eye, under the Care of ſuch a Guar- 
dian, under the ProteRion of ſuch a Patron, in the 
Favour of ſuch « Prince, the Teaching of ſuch a Pro- 
phet, the Intercefſion and BenediQion of ſuch-a Prieft 
continually preſent with chem, Preſident over them, 
and refident atnong then, walking inthe midfiof them? 
and how holily ought they to carry themſelves in ſuch 


'a Preſence 2 how circumſpe&ly under the Inſpection 
.of ſo ſevere an Eye > that when he ſhall come to vi- 
{ fit them, as here he doth this Church, and to take 
.aa Account of them, —__ may give up their Ac- 
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count -with: joy, when: he: ſhall-ſay*unto; thetds as:hery | 


EX 
* # 


£0: Epheſus, Novi. Opera" tus,:' 1 know thy works; they |} 

_ may be fuck as they. need/hot' be aſhamed off. ſuch as : 
gay ' ftand by, us, and abide: the tryail, fuch is may 
prayſe us: in the Gate, ſuch,'as upon the enquiry and ! 
examination, he may approve of, -and upon which we? 
may. expeR the Promiſe here in this Vifiration made ; 

V incentibus, To them that over-come, to Eate of the” 
Pruit of the Tree of Life, which «& in the midſt of : 
the Paradice of God, to Recerve the White Stone, and 
therein the New Name Written, which .none can. Reade, 
but he that receiveth 1t, to. be Cloathed with white Ray- 
ment, waſht 1 the Blood of the Lambe, and in it to 
follow the Lambe whither ſoever he goeth, anil to be ever f* 
in bis Preſence, #n whoſe Preſence us fulneſſe of joy, and Y- 
at whoſe Right Hand there 6 pleaſme for evermore : | 
Which the Great God of Heaven :and Earth be | 
Pleaſed to admit us unto, for'his ſake which Holdeth F| 
the ſeven Stavrs it» bu Right Hand, and walketh in 
the midft of the. ſeven Golden (andleflicks ; To whom BN. 
be all Honour and Glory, now and for ever, «Ames.. ; 
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